
Susanne Wigforss 

Biography 

Lyricist · Author · Poet · Publisher 

Susanne Wigforss is a lyricist, author and publisher whose creative life spans more than four decades. “I haven’t 
lived a flatline life,” she says — and it is hard to disagree. 

Music came first. At the age of  six, she began studying classical ballet with former Russian prima ballerina 
Elisabeth Apostoli, and at twelve she learned to play the trumpet in her school’s wind orchestra. As a teenager, she 
was drawn to jazz singing and performed in the cabaret at Stockholm’s legendary Nalen, later placing second in a 
talent contest at another popular venue. She landed one of  the leading roles in a youth musical that toured eleven 
municipalities in the Stockholm area, as well as small roles in film and television — including appearances as a 
Klondyke saloon girl in Jan Troell’s epic The Emigrants film series and in Swedish Television’s The Red Room. 

Song lyrics made her known in the music industry. During the 1980s, she began writing lyrics in both Swedish 
and English, successfully writing for some of  Sweden’s best-known artists, including Lill Lindfors, Siw Malmkvist, 
Sten & Stanley, Björn Skifs, Dan Tillberg, Jan Johansen and Robert Wells. In 1985, at Lill Lindfors’s own request, 
she wrote the English lyrics to Lindfors’s “Musik ska byggas utav glädje” — “My Joy is Building Bricks of  Music” 
— which Lindfors performed while hosting the Eurovision Song Contest final in Gothenburg. The previous year, 
Susanne’s English adaptation of  Ulf  Lundell’s “Öppna landskap” had been performed by Lindfors at the Nobel 
Banquet in Stockholm City Hall before an audience that included some of  the world’s most distinguished 
scientists. “It was a strange feeling,” Susanne recalls, “to hear my own words convey Ulf  Lundell’s sense of  
Sweden.” In 1988, she had a song in the Swedish finals of  the Eurovision Song Contest, co-written with Jonas 
Warnerbring and performed by Siw Malmkvist. 

Together with artist and composer Malou Berg, she wrote gospel lyrics that received five Certificates of  
Achievement in the Billboard Song Contest in the 1990s, competing with some of  the best songwriters in the 
United States. One of  their songs, “The Cage,” made such a strong impression on acclaimed Swedish film director 
Vilgot Sjöman when he saw it performed live on television that it inspired him to write the novel Emmylou — 
which he opened with the song’s musical notation and lyrics. 

In 1988, Susanne moved to Los Angeles to pursue further studies and an international career. She studied 
Creative Writing – Writing for Screen and Television at Pepperdine University under science fiction author David 
Gerrold, best known for the classic Star Trek episode “The Trouble with Tribbles.” After a few challenging years, 
she obtained a U.S. green card and spent nearly six years at the entertainment trade publication The Hollywood 
Reporter, working as assistant to the editor and office manager for the editorial department. Her responsibilities 
included coordinating reporters and stringers, managing budgets, and overseeing logistics for the publication’s 
coverage of  major events such as the Academy Awards, the Emmy Awards, the Cannes Film Festival and the 
Golden Globes. During this period, she also worked as a freelance journalist, including interviewing Mel Brooks 
for a Scandinavian in-flight magazine. 

Alongside her work in music, Susanne has an extensive background in publishing and media. She served 
as PR and communications manager at the publishing house Askild & Kärnekull (later acquired by Natur & 
Kultur), advertising manager and publishing editor for five youth magazines at Winthers Förlag, and has worked as 
a copywriter, freelance journalist and photographer. She also made two documentary films that were broadcast on 
Swedish Television (SVT): One Night in Paris and a documentary report from the legendary Radio Luxembourg. 
In 1991, she wrote Rapport från en dårfink, a biography of  stand-up comedian and former Rockfolket member 
Bertil Bertilsson, followed in 2007 by a book for young readers published by Semic. 



Since 2019, she has run AH Books Publishing, which publishes nonfiction books by renowned psychologist and 
canine behaviorist Anders Hallgren. 

After many years of  research, interviews and writing, Susanne recently completed the manuscript for her book 
Nyckelbarn i Folkhemmet – Om arv, identitet och försoning (Latchkey Children in the Swedish Welfare State – On 
Heritage, Identity and Reconciliation), which she describes as a fact-based literary novel. Spanning the years 1921 
to 1965, the book explores three generations of  her family, beginning with her grandfather Ernst Wigforss, one of  
the architects of  Sweden’s welfare state, whose close friendship with Dag Hammarskjöld, later Secretary-General 
of  the United Nations, left a profound mark on the lives and thinking of  both men. 

Susanne has never left music behind. She continues to collaborate with established songwriters and create new 
songs in both Swedish and English, working with, among others, Örjan Englund and Malou Berg, as well as with 
emerging talents.


